
 

 

 
TERM DATES 
Last day of Summer term: Saturday 18th July 
Summer Break 
First day of Autumn term: Saturday 5th September 
Half term:   Monday 26th - Saturday 31st October (no classes)  
Last day of term:                Saturday 19th December 
14 Week term (15 weeks for Saturday classes) 
 
Fees 
All invoices for next term have been sent; payment is due by 14th August. Fees 
received after this date will have a 15 % surcharge added. Only one reminder will be 
emailed.  
 
Timetable 
The timetable for September will be updated over the next few weeks.  Most days and 
times will remain the same with a few changes to allow for syllabus work and a few 
new classes added. 
 
After listening to student and parent feedback we will be introducing new weekly 
classes in Musical Theatre, Body Con and Street Dance.  We are also excited to be 
adding to our adult programme on Tuesday evenings with Pilates and Musical Theatre 
Jazz.   Please see timetable below and contact Jo to sign up. 
 
Tuesdays – Studio 2 
5.10pm – 5.40pm – Mini Street Dance (age 3 – 5 yrs) 
5.40pm – 6.20pm – Adult Pilates 
6.20pm – 7.20pm – Adult Musical Theatre Jazz 
Thursdays – Studio 2 
7pm – 7.45pm – Inter Musical Theatre 
Fridays  - Studio 2 
6.40pm – 7.20pm – Junior Body Con (new class) 
 
New Teacher 
We are thrilled to welcome Grace Gray back to the school after graduating from the 
Creative Theatre Academy with BA hons degree in Dance, Grace also holds the 
I.S.T.D DDE qualification in Modern dance and is a qualified Pilates instructor.   
 
Summer Workshops 
Our Little Mermaid Summer School now only has a couple of places left although we 
still have plenty of spots on our Acro Intensive and Music Video workshops.  If you 
would like to book please contact Jo. 
We are also offering a senior intensive programme over the summer aimed at senior 
students who are planning to join BTEC or University dance or musical theatre-
based courses in September.  Classes consist of singing, ballet and PBT as well as 
commercial and Tap dance. Please register for the intensive classes by 20th July. 
 
Exams 
From September ballet, tap and modern classes will resume syllabus work in 



 

 

preparation for I.S.T.D. Examinations.   We will be holding our first sessions in 
December for mainly lower school.  The main sessions will be held in March and for 
most of the upper school in June/July. 
We try to give as many students as possible the opportunity to take exams which is 
why we stagger the sessions throughout the year allowing each child to reach the 
level required to pass.   A letter will be sent out on the first week of term with further 
information on the exam system and what to expect.   Students that have been 
entered for the first sessions in December will receive a letter of invitation in the first 
few weeks of term. 
 
Show Photos and downloads 
The school show was filmed and the download will be available by 22 July.  The link 
will be sent to all parents via email. 
Rob Sambrook photography will close orders on 8th September so please make 
sure all your orders are in by then. 
 
Message from the Principal 
As another incredible school year comes to a close, I want to take this opportunity to 
reflect on what has been a truly memorable year for our CSOD community. 
 
This year has certainly been filled with hard work, creativity and countless moments 
that have made me incredibly proud, from exam achievements at the start of the 
academic year highlighted by our exam presentation where we celebrated the 
dedication and achievements of our students rounded off by our spectacular whole 
school show. 
 
Our show this year pretty much sold out in both performances so to perform to nearly 
1200 people was an incredible achievement and testament to the dedication of not 
just the students, but all teachers, staff, volunteers and families.  I was fortunate this 
year to get to direct the show from the balcony and wow! The energy, 
professionalism and team work on display blew me away!  
 
As we celebrate our successes, I would also like to take a moment to say goodbye to 
those students who are moving on after spending many years with us.  Matilda 
Davis, Martha Smith, Annabelle Dennis, Cerys Steels, Sofie Lacey, Maggie Smith, 
Lily Porter, Claudia Byford and Frances Wetton.  Watching you grow in confidence, 
develop your skills and talents and become the remarkable young people you are 
today has been a privilege.  While we will all miss you greatly, we know you leave 
with the skills, friendships and experiences to succeed in whatever comes next.  I 
wish you all the success in the future and you will always remain part of the CSOD 
family. 
 
Looking ahead, I am very excited about what the new school year will bring.  I am 
delighted that our former student, Grace Gray will be returning to teach on a regular 
basis.  Grace will be bringing her skills and knowledge after training for 3 years at the 
Creative Academy and teaching at the Will Mellor performing arts school in 
Burnham.  It is wonderful to see how her career has come full circle as she re joins 
us as a teacher like so many previous students have done. 
 
As mentioned above, all our syllabus lessons will move back into ISTD training for 
exams. We will send a letter regarding the exam system should some of you not be 
familiar.   Exams are not compulsory but in order to move to the next level a certain 



 

 

level of skill and technique is required, and the examination is the final step.  For the 
higher grades an exam qualification is a very helpful addition in the form of UCAS 
points for university entry.  Further information is detailed in the exam letter. 
 
Our Acro classes will resume working on the levels and Drama classes will continue 
to work towards LAMDA exams if students wish to take them and of course, we have 
a little surprise that we can’t reveal just yet for our Commercial, Drama and Musical 
Theatre classes… keep your eyes peeled on our social media pages in the next few 
weeks! 
 
Finally, I would like to say thank you to the amazing team of staff, teachers and 
assistants for your endless hard work, enthusiasm, encouragement and partnership 
you continue to show enabling us to create an environment where our students can 
flourish. 
 
To our big CSOD family, have a lovely summer, enjoy all the workshops and I look 
forward to seeing you in September! 
Miss Jane 


